
Beginagains Wake: Joyce and Beckett at the
Limits of Late Style
James Joyce's Finnegans Wake and Samuel Beckett's late plays and
novels are two of the most challenging and enigmatic works of literature
ever written. They are also two of the most important, and they have had a
profound influence on the development of modernism and postmodernism.
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In Beginagains Wake: Joyce and Beckett at the Limits of Late Style, I argue
that Finnegans Wake and Beckett's late work represent a new kind of
writing that challenges traditional notions of form and meaning. I call this
new kind of writing "late style." Late style is characterized by a number of
features, including:

A preoccupation with repetition and variation

A blurring of the boundaries between genres
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A use of language that is often playful and experimental

A questioning of the relationship between the author and the reader

Late style is not a new phenomenon. It can be found in the work of many
great writers, including Shakespeare, Goethe, and Proust. However, it is in
the work of Joyce and Beckett that late style reaches its fullest expression.
Finnegans Wake and Beckett's late work are the most radical and
innovative works of literature ever written, and they continue to challenge
and inspire readers today.

Joyce's Finnegans Wake

Finnegans Wake is Joyce's last and most ambitious work. It is a massive
novel that is over 600 pages long and written in a highly experimental style.
Finnegans Wake is full of puns, portmanteaus, and other linguistic
innovations. It is also full of references to other works of literature, music,
and history.

Finnegans Wake has been praised by critics for its brilliance and originality.
However, it has also been criticized for its difficulty. Many readers find
Finnegans Wake to be impenetrable, and it is often said that the book is
unreadable. However, I believe that Finnegans Wake is a rewarding work
of literature that repays careful reading.

In Finnegans Wake, Joyce experiments with the limits of language. He
uses language in new and innovative ways, and he challenges traditional
notions of form and meaning. Finnegans Wake is a radical and innovative
work of literature that is still relevant today.

Beckett's Late Plays and Novels



Beckett's late plays and novels are also characterized by a number of
features of late style. These works are often repetitive and fragmentary, and
they often blur the boundaries between genres. Beckett's late work is also
full of dark humor and irony.

One of the most famous examples of Beckett's late work is the play Waiting
for Godot. Waiting for Godot is a two-act play that premiered in 1953. The
play follows two tramps, Vladimir and Estragon, as they wait for a man
named Godot. Godot never arrives, and the play ends with Vladimir and
Estragon still waiting.

Waiting for Godot is a classic of modern drama. It is a play that is both
funny and tragic, and it explores the themes of existence,
meaninglessness, and hope.

The Importance of Late Style

Late style is an important phenomenon in the development of modernism
and postmodernism. Late style writers challenge traditional notions of form
and meaning, and they open up new possibilities for literature. Joyce and
Beckett are two of the most important late style writers, and their work
continues to inspire and challenge readers today.

Beginagains Wake: Joyce and Beckett at the Limits of Late Style is a new
book that explores the late work of two of the most important writers of the
20th century. The book argues that Joyce's Finnegans Wake and Beckett's
late plays and novels represent a new kind of writing that challenges
traditional notions of form and meaning. Beginagains Wake is a valuable
resource for anyone interested in the work of Joyce, Beckett, or late style.
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