
Chinese Myths: An Illustrated Collection,
Volume 1: Discovery
Chinese mythology is a vast and complex subject, with a rich history that
spans thousands of years. This book is the first in a series that will explore
the many different aspects of Chinese mythology, from its origins in ancient
folklore to its modern-day interpretations. In this volume, we will focus on
the discovery of Chinese myths, exploring how they were first recorded and
how they have been passed down through the centuries.

The earliest Chinese myths are believed to have originated in the oral
traditions of the ancient Chinese people. These stories were passed down
from generation to generation, often by storytellers and shaman. As
Chinese civilization developed, these myths were gradually written down,
first in oracle bones and bamboo slips, and later in books and scrolls. The
earliest known written collection of Chinese myths is the Shan Hai Jing
(Classic of Mountains and Seas),which was compiled around the 3rd
century BCE.
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The Shan Hai Jing is a fascinating and enigmatic text, filled with strange
and wonderful creatures, exotic lands, and bizarre stories. It is a valuable
source of information about the early Chinese worldview and the myths that
shaped it. However, it is also a difficult text to interpret, as it is often
obscure and fragmentary. In this volume, we will explore the Shan Hai Jing
in detail, providing a clear and accessible guide to its contents and
significance.

In addition to the Shan Hai Jing, there are many other sources of Chinese
mythology. These include historical texts, philosophical writings, and works
of literature. In this volume, we will explore some of these other sources,
providing a comprehensive overview of the many different aspects of
Chinese mythology.

Chinese mythology is a rich and diverse tradition with a long and
fascinating history. This book is the first in a series that will explore the
many different aspects of Chinese mythology, from its origins in ancient
folklore to its modern-day interpretations. In this volume, we will focus on
the discovery of Chinese myths, exploring how they were first recorded and
how they have been passed down through the centuries.

Whether you are a newcomer to Chinese mythology or a seasoned expert,
this book is sure to provide you with new insights and a deeper
understanding of this fascinating subject.

Features:

Over 200 full-color illustrations



Detailed解説 of the Shan Hai Jing and other important sources of
Chinese mythology

Accessible and engaging writing style

Comprehensive glossary of Chinese mythology terms

Bibliography for further reading
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