
Domination Theory and Beyond: A New
Paradigm for Understanding Human Nature
Domination Theory is a theory of human nature that argues that humans
are inherently selfish and competitive. This theory has been used to justify
everything from war to slavery to the exploitation of the environment.
However, there is a growing body of evidence that challenges Domination
Theory. This evidence suggests that humans are also capable of great
cooperation and compassion, and that these qualities are essential for our
survival.
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In Domination Theory and Beyond, Dr. David Sloan Wilson presents a new
paradigm for understanding human nature. This paradigm, which he calls
the "prosocial paradigm," argues that humans are innately prosocial,
meaning that we are wired to cooperate and help others. Wilson supports
his argument with a wealth of evidence from the fields of biology,
anthropology, psychology, and economics.
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The prosocial paradigm has important implications for our understanding of
human behavior. For example, it suggests that we are not naturally selfish
and competitive, but rather that these behaviors are learned. It also
suggests that we are capable of great altruism and compassion, and that
these qualities are essential for our survival.

Domination Theory and Beyond is a groundbreaking book that challenges
the traditional view of human nature. It provides a new paradigm for
understanding our behavior, and it offers hope for a more peaceful and just
world.

The Evidence for the Prosocial Paradigm

The prosocial paradigm is supported by a wealth of evidence from the
fields of biology, anthropology, psychology, and economics.

Biology: Studies have shown that humans have a number of
biological adaptations that promote cooperation, such as the ability to
communicate, the capacity for empathy, and the tendency to form
strong social bonds.

Anthropology: Cross-cultural studies have shown that cooperation is
a universal human trait. In every culture, people cooperate to raise
their children, care for their elderly, and defend their community.

Psychology: Psychological studies have shown that humans are
naturally helpful and compassionate. For example, one study found
that people are more likely to help a stranger who is in need, even if
they have to sacrifice their own time or resources.

Economics: Economic studies have shown that cooperation is
essential for economic growth. In fact, one study found that countries



with high levels of cooperation have higher levels of economic growth
than countries with low levels of cooperation.

The Implications of the Prosocial Paradigm

The prosocial paradigm has important implications for our understanding of
human behavior. For example, it suggests that we are not naturally selfish
and competitive, but rather that these behaviors are learned. It also
suggests that we are capable of great altruism and compassion, and that
these qualities are essential for our survival.

The prosocial paradigm has a number of important implications for public
policy. For example, it suggests that we should focus on promoting
cooperation and compassion, rather than selfishness and competition. It
also suggests that we should invest in programs that support families and
communities, and that we should create a more just and equitable world.

Domination Theory and Beyond is a groundbreaking book that challenges
the traditional view of human nature. It provides a new paradigm for
understanding our behavior, and it offers hope for a more peaceful and just
world.
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