
Empowering Combat Engineers: A
Comprehensive Guide to FM 71-100 Division
Engineer Combat Operations
Unveiling the Essential Handbook for Modern Military Engineers

In the ever-evolving landscape of military operations, combat engineers
play a pivotal role in shaping the battlefield and ensuring mission success.
To equip these highly skilled professionals with the most up-to-date
knowledge and operational guidance, the United States Army has
published the comprehensive handbook FM 71-100 Division Engineer
Combat Operations.

This authoritative document provides a comprehensive overview of the
core principles, tactics, and techniques employed by division engineers in
contemporary warfare. It serves as an invaluable resource for both
experienced engineers and those seeking a deeper understanding of this
multifaceted discipline.
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Section 1: Understanding Engineer Operations

The first section of FM 71-100 establishes a solid foundation for
understanding engineer operations within the framework of division combat
operations. It explores the following key aspects:

The roles and responsibilities of engineers at the division level

The organization and structure of engineer units

The principles of engineer planning and execution

The coordination and integration of engineer operations with other
combat arms

By providing a clear understanding of these fundamental concepts, this
section sets the stage for the in-depth analysis of specific engineer tasks
and operations covered in subsequent sections.

Section 2: Mobility Operations

Mobility operations are essential for enabling the movement of friendly
forces and disrupting enemy operations. FM 71-100 dedicates a substantial
portion of its content to this critical area, covering topics such as:

Obstacle breaching and clearance techniques

Road and bridge construction and repair

Mine warfare operations

Terrain evaluation and route reconnaissance



This comprehensive section provides engineers with the knowledge and
skills necessary to overcome obstacles, facilitate troop movement, and
ensure the safe and efficient passage of combat forces.

Section 3: Countermobility Operations

Complementing mobility operations, countermobility operations aim to
impede enemy movement and create obstacles that hinder their advance.
FM 71-100 delves into the following aspects of countermobility:

Obstacle planning and placement

Construction of defensive positions and fortifications

Demolition operations

Minefield planning and deployment

By understanding the principles and techniques of countermobility, combat
engineers can effectively stall enemy progress, protect friendly forces, and
gain a tactical advantage on the battlefield.

Section 4: Survivability Operations

Ensuring the safety and protection of troops is paramount in combat
operations. FM 71-100 provides detailed guidance on survivability
operations, including:

Fortification and bunker construction

Camouflage and concealment techniques

Chemical and biological warfare defense



First aid and medical evacuation procedures

This section empowers engineers to create safe and habitable
environments for soldiers, minimizing casualties and ensuring operational
effectiveness.

Section 5: Special Engineer Operations

Beyond their traditional roles, combat engineers are also tasked with
executing specialized operations that require advanced skills and
equipment. FM 71-100 covers a wide range of special engineer operations,
such as:

River crossings and amphibious operations

Airborne and air assault operations

Construction of temporary bridges and culverts

Urban combat operations

These specialized operations demand a high level of training and expertise,
and FM 71-100 provides the necessary knowledge for engineers to
successfully execute these complex missions.

FM 71-100 Division Engineer Combat Operations is the definitive guide for
combat engineers operating at the division level. It provides a
comprehensive understanding of the principles, tactics, and techniques
employed in modern warfare, empowering engineers to effectively support
combat operations, ensure mobility, facilitate countermobility, enhance
survivability, and execute specialized missions with precision and efficiency.



By equipping engineers with the knowledge and skills outlined in this
handbook, the United States Army ensures that its combat engineers
remain a formidable force on the battlefield, capable of overcoming any
obstacle and achieving mission success.
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