Navigating the Nuances of Temporary
Disability Insurance and Unemployment
Insurance in Rhode Island

Temporary Disability Insurance: A Lifeline in Times of Medical
Absence

Temporary Disability Insurance (TDI) serves as a critical safety net for
employees who are unable to work due to a temporary medical condition or
pregnancy. In Rhode Island, the TDI program provides essential income
replacement for eligible individuals, ensuring financial stability during
periods of medical leave.
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Eligibility Requirements:

= Employed by a Rhode Island-based employer for at least 8
consecutive weeks
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= Earned at least $3,000 in wages during the base period (the first four
of the last five completed calendar quarters)

= Unable to perform the essential functions of the job due to a temporary
medical condition or pregnancy

Benefit Duration and Amount:

= Benefits are available for up to 26 weeks per disability
= The weekly benefit amount is calculated as a percentage of the

employee's average weekly wage, up to a maximum of $853

Unemployment Insurance: A Bridge During Job Loss

Unemployment Insurance (Ul) provides temporary income support to
individuals who have lost their jobs through no fault of their own. In Rhode
Island, Ul benefits help bridge the financial gap while job seekers actively
search for new employment.

Eligibility Requirements:

=  Unemployed through no fault of the employee

= Earned sufficient wages in the base period (the first four of the last five
completed calendar quarters)

= Actively seeking new employment
Benefit Duration and Amount:

= Benefits are available for up to 26 weeks per unemployment claim



=  The weekly benefit amount is calculated as a percentage of the
employee's average weekly wage, up to a maximum of $688

Workplace Protections and Employer Responsibilities

The TDI and Ul laws in Rhode Island also establish important workplace
protections for employees and outline specific responsibilities for
employers.

Employee Rights:

= Protected from job loss or discrimination due to filing a TDI or Ul claim
= Entitled to reasonable accommodation during a temporary disability

= Right to appeal denied TDI or Ul claims

Employer Responsibilities:

= Provide timely notice of TDI and Ul rights to employees
= Maintain accurate employee wage records
= Respond promptly to TDI and Ul claims

= Avoid retaliatory actions against employees who file TDI or Ul claims

Accessing TDI and Ul Benefits in Rhode Island

To file for TDI or Ul benefits in Rhode Island, individuals can contact the
Department of Labor and Training at (401) 462-8870 or apply online at
dlt.ri.gov/ui/.

: Empowered Knowledge for Rhode Island Employees



Understanding the Temporary Disability Insurance and Unemployment
Insurance laws in Rhode Island is essential for employees facing temporary
medical absence or job loss. This comprehensive guide empowers
individuals with the knowledge they need to navigate these programs
effectively, ensuring their financial security and workplace rights are

protected.
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