The Sacco and Vanzetti Case: A Tragedy of
Justice

The Sacco and Vanzetti case was one of the most controversial and highly
publicized trials in American history. Two Italian immigrants, Nicola Sacco
and Bartolomeo Vanzetti, were convicted of murdering a paymaster and his
guard during a robbery in South Braintree, Massachusetts, in 1920. Sacco
and Vanzetti maintained their innocence throughout their trial and
subsequent appeals, but they were executed in 1927.
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The case has been the subject of much debate and controversy over the
years, with many people believing that Sacco and Vanzetti were innocent
victims of prejudice and xenophobia. The trial was marked by a number of
irregularities, including the suppression of evidence and the admission of
prejudicial testimony. The judge, Webster Thayer, was openly hostile to the
defendants, and he made a number of rulings that were clearly designed to
ensure their conviction.
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Sacco and Vanzetti were both anarchists, and their political beliefs were
used against them at trial. They were also immigrants, and their ethnicity
was a factor in the public's perception of them. The case became a cause
célebre for the American left, and it attracted the attention of intellectuals
and activists around the world.

In 1977, the Massachusetts governor Michael Dukakis appointed a
commission to review the case. The commission concluded that Sacco and
Vanzetti had not received a fair trial, and it recommended that they be
posthumously pardoned. However, the Massachusetts legislature has
never acted on the commission's recommendation.

The Sacco and Vanzetti case is a reminder of the dangers of prejudice and
intolerance. It is also a reminder of the importance of due process and the
right to a fair trial.

The Trial

The trial of Sacco and Vanzetti began in May 1921. The prosecution's case
was based on circumstantial evidence, including the fact that Sacco and
Vanzetti were seen near the scene of the crime and that they had a gun
that matched the description of the murder weapon. The defense presented
alibi witnesses, but their testimony was not given much weight by the jury.

The trial was marked by a number of irregularities. The judge, Webster
Thayer, was openly hostile to the defendants, and he made a number of
rulings that were clearly designed to ensure their conviction. For example,
Thayer refused to allow the defense to introduce evidence of Sacco and
Vanzetti's political beliefs, and he allowed the prosecution to introduce
prejudicial testimony about their anarchist activities.



The jury found Sacco and Vanzetti guilty of murder, and they were
sentenced to death. The judge refused to grant them a new trial, and their
appeals were unsuccessful. Sacco and Vanzetti were executed on August
23, 1927.

The Aftermath

The execution of Sacco and Vanzetti sparked outrage around the world.
Many people believed that they had been innocent victims of prejudice and
xenophobia. The case became a cause célébre for the American left, and it
attracted the attention of intellectuals and activists around the world.

In 1977, the Massachusetts governor Michael Dukakis appointed a
commission to review the case. The commission concluded that Sacco and
Vanzetti had not received a fair trial, and it recommended that they be
posthumously pardoned. However, the Massachusetts legislature has
never acted on the commission's recommendation.

The Sacco and Vanzetti case is a reminder of the dangers of prejudice and
intolerance. It is also a reminder of the importance of due process and the
right to a fair trial.

The Sacco and Vanzetti case is a tragedy of justice. Two innocent men
were executed because of prejudice and xenophobia. The case is a
reminder of the dangers of these evils, and it is a reminder of the
importance of due process and the right to a fair trial.

Further Reading

= Sacco and Vanzetti case (Encyclopaedia Britannica)

= Sacco and Vanzetti (History.com)



= The Trial of Sacco and Vanzetti (PBS)
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