
What Philosophers Should Know About Truth:
A Comprehensive Guide
What is truth? This is one of the most fundamental questions that
philosophers have grappled with for centuries. In this comprehensive guide,
we will explore the different theories of truth that have been proposed, and
we will examine the arguments for and against each theory.

The Correspondence Theory of Truth

The correspondence theory of truth is one of the oldest and most widely
accepted theories of truth. According to this theory, truth is a matter of
correspondence between a proposition and the world. A proposition is true
if and only if it corresponds to the way the world actually is.
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For example, the proposition "The sky is blue" is true if and only if the sky
actually is blue. If the sky is not blue, then the proposition "The sky is blue"
is false.
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The correspondence theory of truth is a relatively straightforward theory,
and it has a number of advantages. First, it is a very intuitive theory. It is
easy to see how a proposition can be true or false if it corresponds to the
way the world actually is.

Second, the correspondence theory of truth is a very objective theory. It
does not depend on the beliefs or opinions of any particular person. A
proposition is true or false regardless of what anyone believes.

However, the correspondence theory of truth also has some
disadvantages. One disadvantage is that it is not always clear how to
determine whether a proposition corresponds to the way the world actually
is. For example, the proposition "God exists" is a controversial proposition,
and there is no clear way to determine whether it is true or false.

Another disadvantage of the correspondence theory of truth is that it can
lead to a problem known as the "epistemological regress." This problem
arises when we try to justify our belief in the correspondence theory of
truth. We can either try to justify our belief by appealing to some other
theory of truth, or we can try to justify our belief by showing that the
correspondence theory of truth is self-evident.

If we try to justify our belief in the correspondence theory of truth by
appealing to some other theory of truth, then we will be faced with the
same problem of trying to justify that other theory of truth. And if we try to
justify our belief in the correspondence theory of truth by showing that it is
self-evident, then we will be begging the question.

The Coherence Theory of Truth



The coherence theory of truth is another widely accepted theory of truth.
According to this theory, truth is a matter of coherence between a
proposition and a set of other propositions. A proposition is true if and only
if it is consistent with the other propositions in the set.

For example, the proposition "The sky is blue" is true if and only if it is
consistent with the other propositions in our set of beliefs about the world. If
we believe that the sky is blue, then we must also believe that the sky is not
green or red. If we believe that the sky is green or red, then we cannot
believe that the sky is blue.

The coherence theory of truth has a number of advantages. First, it is a
very flexible theory. It can accommodate a wide range of different beliefs
and theories. For example, the coherence theory of truth can accommodate
both the belief that God exists and the belief that God does not exist.

Second, the coherence theory of truth is a very pragmatic theory. It is
concerned with the practical consequences of our beliefs. A proposition is
true if and only if it leads to good results. If a proposition leads to bad
results, then it is not true.

However, the coherence theory of truth also has some disadvantages. One
disadvantage is that it can lead to a problem known as the "coherence
trap." This problem arises when we try to justify our belief in a particular
proposition by appealing to the fact that it is coherent with our other beliefs.

If we try to justify our belief in a particular proposition by appealing to the
fact that it is coherent with our other beliefs, then we will be faced with the
same problem of trying to justify our belief in those other beliefs. And if we



try to justify our belief in all of our beliefs by appealing to the fact that they
are coherent with each other, then we will be begging the question.

The Pragmatic Theory of Truth

The pragmatic theory of truth is a third widely accepted theory of truth.
According to this theory, truth is a matter of the usefulness of a proposition.
A proposition is true if and only if it is useful in achieving our goals.

For example, the proposition "The sky is blue" is true if and only if it is
useful in helping us to navigate the world. If the sky is blue, then we can
use this information to plan our activities. For example, we can plan to go
outside and enjoy the sunshine.

The pragmatic theory of truth has a number of advantages. First, it is a very
practical theory. It is concerned with the practical consequences of our
beliefs. A proposition is true if and only if it is useful in achieving our goals.

Second, the pragmatic theory of truth is a very tolerant theory. It can
accommodate a wide range of different beliefs and theories. For example,
the pragmatic theory of truth can accommodate both the belief that God
exists and the belief that God does not exist.

However, the pragmatic theory of truth also has some disadvantages. One
disadvantage is that it can lead to a problem known as the "pragmatic
fallacy." This problem arises when we try to justify our belief in a particular
proposition by appealing to the fact that it is useful.

If we try to justify our belief in a particular proposition by appealing to the
fact that it is useful, then we will be faced with the same problem of trying to



justify our belief in those other beliefs. And if we try to justify our belief in all
of our beliefs by appealing to the fact that they are useful, then we will be
begging the question.

In this comprehensive guide, we have explored the different theories of
truth that have been proposed. We have examined the arguments for and
against each theory, and we have seen that each theory has its own
advantages and disadvantages.

The question of what truth is is a complex and challenging one. There is no
easy answer, and there is no one theory that is universally accepted.
However, the different theories of truth that we have explored in this guide
provide us with a valuable framework for understanding the nature of truth
and for evaluating the truth of our own beliefs.
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