
Whence Veracity: Can Photographs Be
Trusted?

In the digital age, where images can be easily manipulated and shared, the
question of whether photographs can be trusted has become increasingly
relevant. This article explores the history of photographic manipulation, the
ethical implications of altering images, and the ways in which we can
determine the veracity of photographs.

The History of Photographic Manipulation

The history of photographic manipulation dates back to the very beginnings
of photography. In the early days of the medium, photographers would
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often use techniques such as dodging and burning to alter the exposure of
different parts of an image, or to remove unwanted objects from a scene.
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As photography became more popular, so too did the use of manipulation.
In the early 20th century, photographers began to use airbrushing and
other techniques to create more idealized images of their subjects. This
trend continued in the mid-20th century, as photographers used
photomontage to create surreal and dreamlike images.

In the late 20th century, the advent of digital photography made it even
easier to manipulate images. With the use of software such as Photoshop,
photographers could now make changes to their images that were virtually
undetectable.

The Ethical Implications of Altering Images

The ethical implications of altering images are complex and have been
debated for many years. Some argue that any alteration of an image, no
matter how small, is a form of deception. Others argue that manipulation is
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acceptable if it is done in a way that is transparent and does not mislead
the viewer.

There is no easy answer to the question of when manipulation is ethical
and when it is not. However, it is important to be aware of the potential
ethical implications of altering images, and to use good judgment when
making decisions about how to use them.

How to Determine the Veracity of Photographs

In the digital age, it can be difficult to determine the veracity of
photographs. However, there are a few things you can do to help assess
whether an image has been manipulated.

First, look for any signs of tampering. This could include things like
unnatural-looking shadows, or objects that appear to be floating in mid-air.

Second, consider the source of the image. Is it from a reputable news
organization or website? Or is it from a less reliable source, such as a
social media post or a personal blog?

Third, do a reverse image search. This will help you find other instances of
the image online, which can give you a better idea of its origin.

Finally, use your own judgment. If something about an image doesn't seem
right, it's probably best to be cautious.

The question of whether photographs can be trusted is a complex one.
There is no easy answer, and it is important to consider the context in
which an image is being used. However, by being aware of the potential for



manipulation, and by using good judgment when evaluating images, you
can help to ensure that you are not being misled.
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